34            CORRESPONDENCE OF        [1700

are. I desire my service to your mother, in return for her
remembrance, but for any other dealings that way, I en-
treat your pardon: and I think I have more cause to
resent your desires of me in that case, than you have to be
angry at my refusals. If you like such company and con-
duct, much good do you with them!1 My education has
been otherwise.

My uncle Adam asked me one day in private, as by
direction, what my designs were in relation to you, because
it might be a hindrance to you if I did not proceed. The
answer I gave him, which I suppose he has sent you, was
to this effect: that I hoped I was no hindrance to you;
because the reason you urged against a union with me was
drawn from your indisposition, which still continued; that
you also thought my fortune not sufficient, which is neither
at present in a condition to offer you; that if your health
and my fortune were as they ought, I would prefer you
above all your sex; but that, in the present condition of
both, I thought it was against your opinion, and would
certainly make you unhappy; that, had you any other
offers which your friends or yourself thought more to your
advantage, I should think I were very unjust to be an ob-
stacle in your way. Now for what concerns my fortune,
you have answered it I desire, therefore, you will let me
know if your health be otherwise than it was when you
told me the doctors advised you against marriage, as what
would certainly hazard your life. Are they or you grown
of another opinion in this particular? Are you in a con-
dition to manage domestic affairs, with an income of less
perhaps than three hundred pounds a year? Have you such
an inclination to my person and humour, as to comply with
my desires and way of living, and endeavour to make us
both as happy as you can? Will you be ready to engage in
those methods I shall direct for the improvement of your

1 Archdeacon Waring (supra^ p. 16, ru i) was the son of a Belfast
merchant who had been Sovereign of that town, and the Arch-
deacon's elder brother had followed their father's steps ("Hist, of
Belfast," by George Benn, p. 249). Swift's remarks originated, no
doubt, in friendships, which led to a second marriage on the part of
the Archdeacon's widow. Whether there was cause for Swift's
indignation it is not possible to say, but the will of Mrs. Waring's
second husband, Robert Greene, of Belfast (dated i October, 1726,
and proved 5 April, 1727), is evidence of his having been a good
husband and stepfather.cepted the deanery with reluctance, and only on
